
Embedded clauses 

SUBJECT: English – Embedded clauses  

 

CONTEXT: teaching about punctuation through finding  

about life in Ethiopia. 

 

An embedded clause adds extra information into the sentence, without which the sentence 

would still make sense. Underline all the embedded clauses. The first one is done for you. 

 

Ferehiwot 

E.g.  Ferehiwot lives in Ethiopia, in an area called the Wolayita zone, with her family. 

 

1. Ferehiwot’s father, like many people in Ethiopia, worked as a daily labourer before joining 

the Send a Cow programme. 

2. When her father worked as a labourer, for better off farmers in the community, he only used 

to eat one meal a day. 

3. Ferehiwot’s mother used to worry all the time, because she didn’t know how to feed her 

children daily, but now produces enough food from her garden. 

4. Eating vegetables, like carrots and beetroot, is a new experience for Ferehiwot.  

5. After collecting vegetables from the garden, as well as firewood for cooking, the family eat 

dinner together 

 



Now add in your own embedded clause to the following sentences (you can turn the sentences 

around if you like):  

1. Ferehiwot’s father plants a range of vegetables. He has garlic, carrots, cabbage and more! 

2. Ferehiwot wants to go to University to study mathematics. She would like to be a teacher. 

3. Her Dad would like to change their grass roof to a corrugated iron one.  

4. Ferehiwot’s parents play games and sing hymns with their children in the evenings. 

5. Now that they are growing vegetables the family can sell them at market and make money 

for household essentials and to pay their children’s school fees. 

 

Comprehension 

Subject: English - reading 

Context: Finding out about people who live in other parts of the world, so that we can learn to 

identify with and respect them.  

 

 

Ferehiwot (This text is also used for teaching about paragraphs.) 

 

This is where Ferehiwot and her family lives, in the Wolayita zone in Ethiopia. Ferehiwot lives with 

her Mum, Dad and five siblings. Before they became part of Send a Cow’s programme her father 

worked as a farm labourer on other people’s farms. The family struggled to eat more than one 

meal a day. The family now eat breakfast together and the children go to school. Ferehiwot’s 

parents tend their garden and look after their animals. They have two cows, three sheep and three 

chickens. 

 

Ferehiwot goes to school, where she is in a class with sixty other students. She is passionate about 

learning and is near the top of her class. Ferehiwot is part of a Send a Cow school club where they 

learn about growing vegetables and the importance of eating a balanced diet. She now often eats 

vegetables such as carrots and beetroot. Her favourite subject is maths and scores highly in tests. 

She would like to go to university after school and then become a teacher. 



 

Whilst Ferehiwot and her siblings are at school her parents work on the garden and eat a mix of 

maize (like sweetcorn), vegetables and bread for lunch. They then collect vegetables and firewood 

to make dinner. After the children get home from school and have a wash, the family play and sing 

together. At around 8 o’clock the family eat dinner and go to sleep around 9:30pm.  

 

1. Why do you think that Ferehiwot’s family were eating one meal a day? 

 

 

 

 

2. Why do you think it is a new experience for Ferehiwot to eat vegetables? 

 

 

 

 

3. Why do you think Ferehiwot and her class learn about eating a healthy diet? 



 

 

 

 

4. Do you enjoy eating vegetables and do you think it is good for your health to eat them? 

 

 

 

5. Does your food come from your garden or from the supermarket?  

 

 

 

 

 

6. How would you feel if your parents had to work to get your food when you were at school? 

 
 

 

 

 

 



7. Look at the picture of Karabo with her family. Name as many similarities and differences as 

you can. 

 

 

About Ferehiwot 

Subject: English - paragraphs 

Context: teaching about paragraphs through  

learning about life in Lesotho. 

 

Paragraphs: 

Paragraphs are needed every time you  

start a new theme. Mark // where you  

think there should be a new paragraph. 

 

See Comprehension for questions  

about this text. 

 

Ferehiwot 

 

This is where Ferehiwot and her family lives, in the Wolayita 

zone in Ethiopia. Ferehiwot lives with her Mum, Dad and five 

siblings. Before they became part of Send a Cow’s programme her father worked as a farm 

labourer on other people’s farms. The family struggled to eat more than one meal a day. The family 

now eat breakfast together and the children go to school. Ferehiwot’s parents tend their garden 

and look after their animals. They have two cows, three sheep and three chickens. Ferehiwot goes 

to school, where she is in a class with sixty other students. She is passionate about learning and is 

near the top of her class. Ferehiwot is part of a Send a Cow school club where they learn about 

growing vegetables and the importance of eating a balanced diet. She now often eats vegetables 

such as carrots and beetroot. Her favourite subject is maths and scores highly in tests. She would 



like to go to university after school and then become a teacher. Whilst Ferehiwot and her siblings 

are at school her parents work on the garden and eat a mix of maize (like sweetcorn), vegetables 

and bread for lunch. They then collect vegetables and firewood to make dinner. After the children 

get home from school and have a wash, the family play and sing together. At around 8 o’clock the 

family eat dinner and go to sleep around 9:30pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Punctuation Detective  

SUBJECT: English – Punctuation 

with a focus on: full stops, commas, colons and semi colons. 

 

CONTEXT: teaching about punctuation through learning more about children’s access to 

education in rural Africa  

 

 

Access to Education in Rural Africa 

In a lot of countries in Africa it is free to attend primary school However at secondary level it costs 

to attend school As well as school fees parents must pay for essential school equipment such as 

pens to write their lessons down with books or paper to write on shoes and uniform to wear food 

to eat so that they can concentrate on lessons 

So why is it sometimes difficult for parents in rural Africa to afford to send their children to school 

The families that Send a Cow work with live in poverty which means that they don’t always have 

enough food shelter water or education to live well Without training in how to grow their own 

food families don’t have enough to eat and often don’t have a way to make an income In rural 

areas there aren’t many jobs for people and so it’s very important that they can make their own 

money 



When families can’t send their children to school which is very distressing for any parent it means 

that young people can’t fulfil their dreams If families can only afford to send one or two children 

to school they often choose boys which means that more girls than boys miss out on education in 

rural Africa. 

When families learn how to grow their own food and make an income they are able to send their 

children to school Send a Cow also trains families in gender and social development allowing them 

to see the benefits of educating their children no matter their gender or ability 

 

Full stops: 10 

Commas: 8 

Colon: 1 

Semi Colons: 3 

Question Mark: 1 

Embedded clauses: 1 

 

 

Access to Education in Rural Africa – This is how we punctuated it. 

In a lot of countries in Africa it is free to attend primary school. However, at secondary level it costs 

to attend school. As well as school fees parents must pay for essential school equipment such as: 

pens to write lessons down with; books or paper to write on; shoes and uniform to wear; food to 

eat so that they can concentrate on lessons. 

So why is it sometimes difficult for parents in rural Africa to afford to send their children to school? 

The families that Send a Cow work with live in poverty, which means that they don’t always have 

enough food, shelter, water or education to live well. Without training in how to grow their own 

food families don’t have enough to eat, and often don’t have a way to make an income. In rural 

areas there aren’t many jobs for people and so it’s very important that they can make their own 

money.  

When families can’t send their children to school, which is very distressing for any parent, it means 

that young people can’t fulfil their dreams. If families can only afford to send one or two children 

to school they often choose boys, which means that more girls than boys miss out on education in 

rural Africa. 



When families learn how to grow their own food, and make an income, they are able to send their 

children to school. Send a Cow also trains families in gender and social development, allowing 

them to see the benefits of educating their children no matter their gender or ability. 

 


