
Opening activity

As the children come into church, ask them to 
draw food types for each letter of the word 
HARVEST (download Opening Activity from 
the website). If you are able to chat with them 
as they are doing this, ask them where they 
think each food type comes from and where it’s 
grown. 

Introduction

Welcome everyone to the service. Explain that 
Harvest is a time when we come together to 
celebrate; to thank God for the abundance we 
have been given and to share with our global 
neighbours.   

Tell your congregation that today we are 
remembering the work of Send a Cow. This is a 
charity that is working alongside families on the 
very front line of the climate crisis, teaching them 
practical techniques to help reverse the 
devastating effects of erratic weather, so they 

can grow enough to feed their families and 
protect the land for generations to come. 

Show Send a Cow’s Harvest Church video or use 
the PowerPoint presentation to introduce your 
congregation to Grace, a family farmer, and show 
what harvest means to her. (Both resources can be 
downloaded from the website.)

After the video, explain that you’ll be holding a 
collection (or a Harvest activity of your own choice) 
where everyone will be invited to share from God’s 
abundance with families like Grace’s, so that they 
too might be able to reap an abundant harvest in 
the future. 

Explain that raising £105 could provide training for 
six families like Grace’s in soil health techniques 
helping them to grow more and stand up to 
extreme weather like drought and flooding. If 
farmers can keep the soil healthy their crops will be 
healthy, and so will their family.

This outline is suitable for all age services. Please adapt these suggestions to suit the 
needs of your church and follow the government guidelines on social distancing. All the 

resources mentioned are available from sendacow.org/harvest-resources

All age Harvest service

Song: Harvest Samba

Hymn: Great is thy Faithfulness

Watch Harvest video
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Interactive 
talk outline

Part two 

Part three 

Song: Who put the colours in the rainbow?

Song: We plough the fields

Song: We plough the seeds and scatter

• Pray for the world and all that is in it. 

• Thank God for our Harvest today and pray for those whose harvests have failed. 

• Thank God that he can use us wherever we are. Pray that he would open our eyes to what we can 
       do to help others. 

• Pray that God would help us look after the world we live in and take responsible actions to protect 
the environment, so that families like Grace’s may be able to grow the harvest they deserve. 

• Ask everyone to pick up their pledge card and write down their pledge to protect the environment. 
Suggestions: 

- Pledge to shop more locally 

- Pledge to start growing your own food 

- Pledge to donate to Send a Cow’s work 

- Pledge to pray for the work of Send a Cow (visit sendacow.org/churches for more details) 

- Pledge to write to your MP on a climate issue that concerns you 

Read Genesis 45:4-7 

Read Bishop Ruth’s reflection about Harvest in a time of climate crisis (download 
Harvest Reflection from the website).  

Final
blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; 
the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.

Numbers 6:24-26

Interactive prayer
Download pledge cards from 
our website and distribute to 
everyone

Closing thoughts 

Recap on what’s been spoken about throughout the service: 

• Thanking God for the good gifts we have been given 

• Thinking about the world and how we look after it 

• The pledges we have made to look after the environment. Encourage 
people to take these cards home and place them prominently 

• By supporting the work of Send a Cow we will be able to help 
farming families like Grace’s reap their own harvests in the future, 
ensuring their children have enough to eat and can go to school 

Part one: Children’s activity 

Ask the children to share the pictures they drew when they came in to church. 

Ask them where each food item comes from (you might like to have some visuals ready, 
either images on the screen or hold up some packages of food). For example: 

H= honey, did your pot of honey come from a local source?  

A= apples, were the apples from your garden?  

R= rice, it’s most likely that the rice came from Africa or Asia. These would have a long 
distance to travel, we call this distance ‘food miles.’  

 

You can explain that it’s good to think about where our food comes from, and we can 
help protect the climate if we buy food that is locally grown, although that’s not always 
possible, like with the rice. What’s important is that we do something, rather than think 
the situation is too big for us to make a difference and do nothing. 

In our reading today, we will see how Joseph was used by God to help make sure that 
his family was able to eat, despite the poor harvest. God wants to use us, where we are, 
to make sure our global neighbours can reap a good harvest too. 


